[Analysis of serum T-lymphocyte subsets and NK cell activity in patients with hypopharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma].
T-lymphocyte subsets and NK cell are the major forms of cellular immunity. Study of these 2 types of cells may lead to the better understanding of the function of cellular immunity in the onset and development of carcinoma. To a certain degree, there may be cellular immunodeficiency existing in patients with hypopharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma. This study was to investigate the cellular immunity function in these patients. T-lymphocyte subsets and NK activity were determined by flow cytometry in 78 patients with hypopharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma. Blood samples of 20 non-tumor patients were used as control. The levels of CD4 lymphocyte subsets, CD4/CD8 ratio, and NK activity were lower in carcinoma group than in control group, but CD8 lymphocyte level was higher in carcinoma group. The levels of CD4 lymphocyte subsets, CD4/CD8 ratio, and NK activity were lower in T3-4 group than in T1-2 group, and lower in N+ group than in N0 group. The levels of CD4 lymphocyte subsets and CD4/CD8 ratio were decreased in the carcinoma with moderate or low differentiation (P<0.05). T-lymphocyte subsets and NK activity are inhibited, and the cellular immunology is suppressed in the patients with hypopharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma. Analyzing T-lymphocyte subsets and NK activity would be helpful to evaluate the cellular immunologic condition of these patients.